Foundations Math 12
Research Project 
Step 1 – Select your research topic and develop an action plan

One of the learning outcomes for Foundations Math 12 is:
E1 – Research and give a presentation on a current event or an area of interest that involves mathematics.

You need to find a research topic that interests you and then work through the project process as the course proceeds. All the steps in this process will be assessed and the total will become the summative assessment for this learning outcome. However, you may redo steps if you are not satisfied with your mark.

Before you start the first step outlined below you should read all six steps (see the other documents listed) to get an idea of what you will be expected to do to complete this project and to see how each step will be assessed. Use the assessment criteria as a guideline when deciding how to proceed with your project.

The first step in this process is to select a research topic and develop an action plan. Please read pages 74-75 in your textbook and create a tentative action plan for completing all of the steps. Then begin thinking about a topic. Please carefully consider the 4 selection criteria listed and consider topics that (1) interest you, (2) are relatively easy for you to gather information on, (3) is important to other people and that you can come to a conclusion about, and (4) will be interesting to your audience (your classmates).  We will discuss possible topics in class so please come prepared to present at least one idea, more if you have them. Everyone in class will have to select a different topic (you will have first pick of the topics that you suggest but others may use ideas that you do not).

Be sure to investigate several topics to ensure that you can gather information for the project.  When you have selected a topic, please create an action plan. 

When developing an action plan remember that you will have to complete steps 1-5 by the first Friday in May and step 6 by the third Friday in May. Please see the semester calendar for more specific dates. An outline of steps 1-6 are:
1) Select a research topic and develop an action plan
2) Create research question or statement
3) Carry out your research either through information gathered from the Internet or by conducting a study of your own
4) Create an outline for your presentation and prepare a first draft
5) Revise, edit and proofread your final presentation
6) Practice and present your presentation to the class

Please write a paragraph describing your topic and action plan. Submit it with your action plan to Mrs. Buck by email to tbuck@sd73.bc.ca.

The topic description and action plan will be assessed out of 5 marks:
5 – The topic is suitable, the description is complete, and the action plan is 
practical
4 – The topic is suitable, but the description is incomplete or the action plan 
has some problems
3 – The topic may be suitable, and the description is incomplete or the action 
plan has many problems
2 – The topic may be suitable, the description is incomplete, and the action 
plan has many problems
1 – The topic is unsuitable, the description is incomplete, and the action plan 
has many problems
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